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Labor misleads on mental health funding  

 
Labor’s own mental health policy affirms reform would be paid for “from a reallocation of existing 
funds”, despite ALP shadow ministers desperately lining up today to try and pretend otherwise.  
 
Minister for Health Sussan Ley said Labor’s actions were “thoroughly disappointing” and showed they 
had “no shame” when it came to misleading the public, even on issues as important as mental health.  
 
Labor’s Shadow Mental Health Minister Katy Gallagher and Shadow Assistant Health Minister 
Stephen Jones today both attacked the Government for announcing it would undertake mental 
health reform within the existing $9.6 billion Commonwealth funding envelope.  
 
Mr Jones even went as far as to claim on Sky News at lunchtime today that doing so was: 
 

“Robbing Peter to pay Paul.” 

 
However, buried on the final page of Labor’s current mental health ‘policy’, released last month: 
 

Financial Implications 
 

“Labor’s interim response to the National Mental Health Commission’s review will be met from a 
reallocation of existing funds, as recommended by the Commission.” 
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/australianlaborparty/pages/3090/attachments/original/14442
74018/Mental_Health.pdf?1444274018 (final page) 

 
Ms Ley said Labor’s criticisms about detail and action were also misleading with the 
Government’s full response to the Mental Health Commission and implementation plan listed on 
the Department of Health website.  
 
“What we have delivered today is an action plan to deliver real mental health reform, not a plan to 
act sometime in the future like we’ve seen from Labor,” Ms Ley said.  
 
Labor’s mental health ‘policy’ states that it would wait until as late as 2017 to outline how it would 
actually implement the Mental Health Commission’s recommendations: 
 

“Labor largely supports the National Mental Health Commission’s recommendations and will outline 
our priorities for implementation within the first 100 days of a Shorten Labor Government.”     
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