
Drought is a testing time for everyone involved; for our farmers, for their children, for our communities,  
for small business, and for all those connected with our regional communities. 
Following a drier than average winter, Farrer (along with the remainder of NSW) finds itself either affected by or declared to be in drought.

With so much of Farrer within irrigation areas, this is a tough (and slightly unusual) spot to be in; with 0% water allocations in the 
NSW Murray many farmers have shared with me their frustration at finding themselves victims of the drought, rather than being on 
the front foot and able to grow food and fodder which could otherwise assist farmers outside of the irrigation belt.

I have been speaking with our farmers about what assistance they need to keep going and am often impressed by the resolve, innovation and 
vitality that comes from our communities when it appears that the chips are down. Included in this newsletter is a fact sheet with some of the  
measures the Coalition Government has already committed to, however more can always be done and any suggestions are welcome. 

Despite the hardships being faced, our communities continue to shine and it is a real pleasure to see this spirit on display at many of 
the local events I have attended recently. 

A highlight for me has been the opening of Albury’s new Cardiac Catheter Laboratory, the funding for which came from a commitment 
I made during the 2013 election campaign. 

The importance of keeping faith with the electorate is something I have always felt is of critical importance, yet understandably  
many people have found themselves questioning whether politicians continue to hold the interests’ of their constituents paramount.  

The ‘goings on’ in Canberra has dominated media headlines and I can understand that many of my constituents are frustrated,  
and angry.  I accept that this has been a testing time for the Liberal Party and the Coalition Government as a whole, yet strongly 
believe that whilst we may be bruised and a little battered, with Scott Morrison as Australia’s new Prime Minister we will ultimately  

be the stronger for it. 

As always, I welcome your comments – please contact me with any issues, queries, concerns or with 
details of events coming up in your area. I look forward to seeing you out and about as we start heading 
into the warmer months (hopefully with a good deal of rain!).

        All the best, 
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Fighting for an 
allocation
While the dryland drought creeps further north, west and south, 
irrigation allocations in the New South Wales Murray region  
(as I write) remain at zero. 

As I reported to parliament recently; this is not because we’ve had low inflows into the 
storages in the upper Snowy Mountains and the Hume and Murrumbidgee catchments; 
it’s actually because the drought in Western Queensland and NSW has meant very low 
flows into and out of Menindee, so the Murray River is doing the heavy lifting.

The effect of this is that irrigators in the NSW Murray region are on zero allocation and 
our crops are on the verge of dying. 

There is a solution. In the southern connected basin, there is over 500 gigalitres of  
water that has been allocated to the environment. The suggestion is a ‘borrow’ of  
existing environmental water storages that would be allocated early to finish winter  
crops (or enhance the production of winter crops) and then be paid back. 

The upside of farmers in the NSW  Murray region being able to grow crops is, of course, 
that they would provide fodder for the dryland farmers elsewhere in the state and perhaps 
also in Queensland.

It’s really important that we solve this problem for our farmers. I’ve spoken at length to 
the Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder and the MDBA and last week I attended 
a community meeting in Deniliquin.  While an outcome has not yet been achieved, I am 
reassured by the new Prime Minister’s interest and commitment to an innovative way 
through this issue. As he said earlier this week, while we can’t make it rain, what we can 
do is ensure that our local economies and regional economies can get from A to B.

Support 
while times 
are tough!
I am extremely proud of the resilience 
of our farmers and appreciate that 
sometimes additional support is needed 
when facing the challenges that come 
with living life on the land.

The Coalition Government is providing 
significant levels of support and 
understands the importance of continuing 
to listen to our primary producers and 
communities as to the effectiveness of the 
measures in place.

For more information on available 
support, please visit agriculture.
gov.au/ag-farm-food/drought/
assistance

Drought Focus

2018 Hay Private Irrigation Modernization Project Speaking with David Lockhart on his 
property south of Balranald.
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Our region grows a wonderful and diverse range of food and produce, 
something I want to celebrate as widely as possible.

This October is the second Farrer Food Fair at Parliament House in Canberra, 
giving local growers and producers a chance to show o� what we do!

Please drop me a line if you would like to be involved.

Celebrating Farrer Food
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Farrer Food Fair 
showcasing  
our region to  
the nation!
This October I am delighted to be hosting our 
second annual Farrer Food Fair – a showcase of 
food and wine produce from across our region, to be 
held in Parliament House and attended by Members, 
Senators and Parliamentary staff members from 
across our nation. 

So, whether you are a small producer of gourmet olive oil, or have 
a large scale operation exporting fresh produce internationally, 
I would love to hear from you about how we can showcase our 
region to a (captive) national audience. 

Telephone 1300 303 203 or Email farrer@aph.gov.au 

FAST FACTS 

The Coalition Government has announced 
additional support for farmers facing drought 
totalling more than $1.8 billion.

Since the Farm Household Allowance was launched  
in July 2014 it has helped more than 8,000 people 
at a cost of more than $230 million.

The FHA provides a fortnightly payment to help 
farming families in tough times. Each member  
of a couple can receive around $12,800 a year,  
and single people can receive up to $15,350. 

In addition to the fortnightly payment  
recipients can access up to $1,500 for an 
independent financial assessment of their  
business, and up to $4,000 in activity  
supplements to assist with improving their 
circumstances and financial self-reliance.

Griffith’s local riverina produce on display at the Farrer Food Fair 
– with my parliamentary colleagues Nola Marino MP and Senator 

Connie Fierravanti-Wells.
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In May I introduced to parliament a 
Private Member’s Bill with the aim of 
implementing a five-year phase out the 
Australian live sheep export trade. 

This is not a decision I came to lightly; as 
a sheep farmer and a shearer’s cook for 
25 years I am not blind to the realities 
of livestock production – nor have I been 
considered a friend of animal activists. In 
fact I have been on the front foot defending 
the live sheep trade for 15 years. 

Yet I have concluded that the case for 
continuing long haul live sheep exports 
fails on both animal welfare and economic 
grounds.  Here are some of my reasons:

• 94% of our annual sheep turnoff is 
slaughtered in Australia; only 6% is 
exported live so why damage our entire 
brand over such a small proportion of 
our sheep meat export market 

• There is no country to which we 
export live sheep that we don’t also 
export chilled meat to.  The live export 
sheep trade is now based on only two 
customers in two countries (Kuwait and 
Qatar) that are completely reliant on 
Government subsidy.

• Every Middle Eastern country accepts 
Australian Halal slaughter

Obviously, state and federal governments 
will need to assist with a package of 
measures to support willing investment, 

The Coalition Government has delivered personal income tax 
relief for hard-working Australian families. In passing our plan 
through the Parliament, the Government has ensured that 
taxes will now be lower, fairer and simpler and that 94% of 
Australian workers will not face a higher marginal tax rate of 
more than 32.5c in the dollar.

This is a plan that all Australians share in and will benefit 
from, where all working Australians win, and where your 
income is your money. 

Because we understand that the benefits of a growing economy 
have not yet flowed to all, middle and low income earners will be 
the first to benefit from lower taxes. Those benefits will be locked 
in as part of step 2 which addresses bracket creep.

Steps 2 and 3 are then aimed at fixing some real flaws in our 
tax system – flaws that are killing aspiration and preventing 
Australians from being rewarded for their effort.

Phasing out of the live sheep trade

4

Proud to deliver on this 2013 election 
commitment - Albury Wodonga’s own 

Cardiac Catheter Laboratory

Delighted to present Henty Men’s Shed 
with $5,000 toward their  

community projects

Congratulations to Finley Lions Club who 
recieved Australian Government funding 

toward their new community kitchen

better working and skilled visa categories, 
as well as helping to lock in existing and 
new trading partners for our sheep meat. 

Our farmers produce the best agricultural 
exports in the world. In addition to this, 
they willingly adhere to stringent animal 
welfare laws. It is the exporters who are 
at fault – not the farmers.

Nominating an end date for the live sheep 
trade gives private enterprise the certainty 
and confidence to invest in new business 
ventures, while an enforced transition 
away from the trade also sends a clear 
signal that Australia is committed to the 
highest quality and most ethically produced 
agricultural exports in the world. 

THE MORRISON GOVERNMENT
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For more information, please visit: www.jobs.gov.au/deregulation-agenda

   Compliance costs for 
individuals, businesses 
and community 
organisations have been 
cut by almost $6 billion 
since 2013.

   Reducing the burden 
of regulations on 
business by more than 
$800 million between 
1 January 2016 and  
30 June 2017.

   All part of the plan 
to build a stronger 
economy which has 
created more than 
one million new 
jobs since 2013.

Sussan Ley MP and the Coalition Government are reducing  the 
burden of regulation on business, community organisations and 
individuals through the Government’s Deregulation Agenda. 

The Turnbull Government will continue its focus on cutting red tape, driving down 
unnecessary costs to business to create a stronger economy with more and better paid jobs.

18x108-LeyS_Area-News-Border-Mail-Enterprise-Direct-Mag-ad_170x124_Farrer.pd.pdf   1   3/09/18   4:32 pm
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Local businesses are benefiting from the 
Coalition Government’s hard work to 
deliver on our plan for small and medium 
size businesses which includes:

• Creating new opportunities for 
business through a reduction in tax 
rates for businesses with a turnover of 
up to $50m

• Supporting investment and growth 
with an instant asset write off for 
assets purchased up to $20,000 

It was a pleasure to visit the 
Australian War Memorial and 
present more than 500 knitted 
poppies to Director Brendan 
Nelson on behalf of members of 
the Jindera CWA.

The poppies will be included in the  
AWM’s Centenary of Armistice 
commemorations, the centerpiece of 
which will be an installation of 62,000 
knitted red poppies on the Memorial’s 
grounds. Each poppy represents an 
Australian life lost in the First World War.

Would you like to receive Sussan’se-news as it happens?
www.sussanley.com/e-news

Thank you to Jindera CWA for knitting 500 
poppies for the Australian War Memorial’s 

Armistice commemorations

Opening of Wirraminna’s community centre 
- proudly funded through the Australian 

Government’s Building Better Regions Fund 
Visiting Billylids Early Learning Centre  

in Hillston

Support for our small 
and family businesses 

Jindera Poppies..

• Giving young job seekers more 
support to find a job through our 
PaTH program – supporting young 
people to gain the skills and work 
experience they need to get and 
keep a job.

I will continue to work hard to support the 
20,700 local small businesses across Farrer 
who are the backbone of our local and 
national economy.

Delivering Jindera CWA’s poppies to the 
Australian War Memorial. Each poppy 
represents one Australian killed during 

WW1 conflict 



70 +  Wedding Anniversaries
John & Eileen Watson 70 Griffith

Roy & Joyce Streeter 70 Howlong

60 +  Wedding Anniversaries
Lodovico & Rosa Rossi 66 Yoogali

Elwyn & Karen Kotzur 65 Walla Walla

Alton & Shirley Pett 65 Albury

John & Lorraine Martin 60 Albury

Ronald & Effie Eaton 60 Tocumwal

Charles & Beverley Cornell 60 Thurgoona

Kenneth & Gladys Mann 60 Deniliquin

Col & Gwen Bradley 60 Lavington

Warren & Betty Kirkup  60 Leeton

Jock & Helen Smith 60 Lavington

Graham & Anne Barry 60 Corowa

Owen & Jan Tubb 60 Deniliquin

Albert & Dawn Dempsey 60 Yanco

Keith & Coral Churches 60 Walla Walla

Clive & Delys Meddings 60 Barooga

Ronald & Ivy Fraser 60 North Albury

Noel & Nancye Osmand 60 Lavington

Ronald & Janice Headon 60 Hay

John & Val Murphy 60 Leeton

Keith & Anne Gill 60 Griffith

Terry & Maureen Duffy 60 Deniliquin

William & Valerie Barton 60 Thurgoona

Lindsay & Judith Wright 60 Deniliquin

Bob & Marj Jolley 60 Coomealla

Keith & Margaret Webb  60 Barham

Alan & Janet Snow 60 Griffith

Leslie & Marie Bell 60 Lavington

William & Rita Kelly 60 Leeton

George & Leila Batten 60 Berrigan

Salvatore & Angela Vasta 60 Yoogali

Leonard & Margaret Jones 60 Narrandera

Armando & Carmela Pasquetti 60 Leeton

John & Joan Travers 60 Albury

Christopher & Janet McLean 60 Corowa

Frank & May Albert 60 Berrigan

Henry & Bernice Struck 60 Lavington

Geoffrey & Jilyan Sullivan 60 Narrandera

50 +  Wedding Anniversaries
Ken & Lyn Rose 50 Deniliquin

Richard & Jennifer Oswald-Sealy 50 Albury

John & Judith Graham 50 Coleambally

Alan & Patricia Salvestro 50 Yoogali

Barry & Gail Browne 50 Berrigan

Neville & June Feuerherdt 50 Culcairn

milestones December 2017 - August 2018

Bob & Florence Hudson 50 Corowa

Brian & Robyn Kefford 50 Whitton

David & Coleen Houston 50 Hay

Ray & Coral Lindner 50 Albury

Geoff & Pam Dunn 50 West Albury

Jim & Judy Guilmartin 50 West Albury

Bruce & Pamela Wells 50 Deniliquin

Barry & Bronwyn Gehrig 50 North Albury

Brendan & Susan Gorman 50 Euston

Perry & Susan Knight 50 Corowa

Ludas & Robyn Bartasius 50 Albury

Michele & Iolanda Monteleone 50 Griffith

Vivian & Margaret McGee 50 Berrigan

100th Birthdays 
Ellen Widdup 105 Woomargama

Elsie Kschenka 104 Narrandera

Thomas Forge 100 Corowa

Edgar Braybrooks 100 West Albury

Jean Modra 100 East Albury

Marjory McCormack OAM 100 Leeton

Daphne Shipard 100 Balldale

Margaret Bull 100 Griffith

Finley Dawe 100 Finley

Beryl Sparks 100 Griffith

Sybil Grimshaw 100 Finley

Mary Miechel 100 Tocumwal

Rosa Langbein 100 Lavington

Evelyn Muirhead 100 Hillston

90 +  Birthdays
Niceo Snaidero 95 Griffith

Beryl Kelly 91 East Albury

Jean Dunn 90 Howlong

Pearl Combs 90 Albury

Alex Ogle 90 Tooleybuc

Margaret Howard 90 Lavington

Jean Walker 90 West Albury

John Martin 90 Albury

Alton Pett 90 Albury

Zefferino Minato 90 Griffith

Betty Mapleson 90 Corowa

Frances Cottrell 90 Holbrook

Joan Smith 90 Coleambally

Moira Arnold 90 Berrigan

Barbara Wulff 90 Griffith

80 + Birthdays
Patricia Pierssene 85 Thurgoona

Herb Simpfendorfer 80 Walla Walla
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DROUGHT SUPPORT

THE COALITION GOVERNMENT

• The Farm Management Deposits (FMD) 
Scheme allows eligible primary producers 
to set aside pre-tax income from primary 
production in years of high income, which 
can be drawn on in future years. 

• Primary producers can: 
• Deposit up to $800,000 in FMDs. 
• Access their FMD early without losing 

concessionary tax treatment if affected 
by drought. 

• Offset interest costs on primary 
production business debt (subject 
to banks offering FMD loan offset 
accounts). 

• Farmers will be able to immediately 
deduct the cost of fodder storage 
assets, rather than depreciate over three 
years. 

• Accelerated depreciation 
arrangements for new water 
infrastructure and fencing are available to 
help farmers prepare for drought, assist 
with their cash �ow and encourage on-
farm investment. 

• Instant Asset Write-off for small 
businesses with a turnover of less than 
$10 million for multiple assets that cost 
less than $20,000. 

• Income tax averaging enables farmers 
to even out their high and low income 
years and the tax payable over a maximum 
of �ve years, ensuring that they do not 
pay more tax over a number of years 
than taxpayers on comparable, but steady 
incomes. 

• Recognising that business circumstances 
change over time, farmers will be able to 
resume income tax averaging 10 years 
after they opted out. 

Managing weeds and pest 
animals 
• The Coalition Government has invested 

$25.8 million over four years to 2019/20 
to help manage the effects of pest animals 
and weeds in drought-affected areas to 
help offset the cost. This is in addition 
to the $50 million commitment in the 
Agriculture Competitiveness White Paper to 
support established pest and weed controls 
nationally. 

• An additional $15 million has been 
committed for wild dog fencing and other 
pest and weed management activities in 
drought affected areas.

Weather forecasting
• $2.7 million will fund more localised 

climate guides to help farmers make better 
on-farm decisions.

Great Artesian Basin
• The Coalition has committed a further 

$36.9 million to 2023 for Great Artesian 
Basin water security. 

• This funding will help to drought proof 
farms and maximse the availability of 
water. 

Water infrastructure
• A special drought round under the National 

Water Infrastrucutre Development Fund will 
invest $72 million in water infrastructure in 
drought affected areas. 

Taxation measures 
• Any drought-affected taxpayers who need 

support with tax debts can ring the ATO 
on 131 142 to talk about options to help 
manage their tax obligations. For more 
information visit ato.gov.au/drought. 

Counselling Service for guidance and 
support through the FHA process by calling 
1800 686 175. 

• Since the Farm Household Allowance was 
launched on July 1, 2014, it has helped 
more than 8,000 recipients across the 
country with almost 90% of former FHA 
recipients feeling more positive about their 
�nancial position.

Rural Financial Counselling 
Service 
• The Rural Financial Counselling Service 

(RFCS) provides free �nancial counselling 
to farmers and related small businesses 
who are suffering �nancial hardship. 
This con�dential and premium case 
management service has no cost to clients. 

• The RFCS assists around 4,500 clients 
each year, and can help you in applying 
for other support measures (including 
the FHA). Rural �nancial counsellors are 
highly mobile and can visit on-farm, have 
the meeting in their of�ce or at another 
mutually convenient location.

• There are around 130 rural �nancial 
counsellors across the country servicing 
approximately 3,000 clients at any 
time, with the vast majority of clients 
gaining new business skills and valuable 
commercial insights. For more information 
on the RFCS programme, call  
1800 686 175. 

• The recently announced Farm Liaison 
Of�cer within the RFCS will work across 
New South Wales and Queensland as part 
of a pilot programme to help better connect 
farmers to existing support measures 
and report back to Government on the 
effectiveness of those measures. 

• We also recently announced an additional 
$5 million for the RFCS to meet increased 
demand.
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DROUGHT SUPPORT

THE COALITION GOVERNMENT

• We announced an extra time-limited 
payment to Farm Household Allowance 
(FHA) recipients – $12,000 for a couple 
and single households will receive up to 
$7,200 – to be provided over two lump 
sum payments from 1 September. 
• This brings the total payment for a 

couple to around $37,000 and for a 
single to around $22,000. 

• FHA provides recipients the opportunity to 
take steps to improve their circumstances 
and self-reliance through a Farm Financial 
Assessment, Financial Improvement 
Agreement and additional activity 
supplements of up to $4,000. 

• The programme is uncapped and demand-
driven, so those who are eligible will not 
miss out. 

• The net farm asset limit is currently  
$2.6 million and will increase to  
$5 million. This will extend the payment 
to more farmers in need who may have 
substantial assets but have no income to 
meet daily expenses. Please note the net 
asset limit is the total of your assets, less 
any debt.

• Please do not self-assess your 
eligibility - seek advice from an expert 
responsible for receiving and assessing 
FHA applications through the Department 
of Human Services (DHS) on 13 23 16 
or reach out to your local Rural Financial  

The Regional Investment 
Corporation
• From July 1, 2018, up to $2 billion is 

available for the delivery of farm business 
concessional loans and $2 billion available 
for national water infrastructure loans 
to build stronger regional and rural 
communities. 

• First-time delivery of nationally consistent 
concessional loans to farmers. 

• The RIC currently offers Farm Investment 
Loans and Drought Loans to farmers.

• Loans of up to $2 million are available 
across a 10 year loan term, with interest 
only repayments for the �rst �ve years. The 
current variable interest rate for the RIC’s 
concessional loans is 3.58%. 

• For further information, please visit  
www.ric.gov.au

Farm Household Allowance 
• The Farm Household Allowance (FHA) 

has been extended by the Coalition 
Government and now provides up to four 
cumulative years of support for eligible 
farmers and their partners experiencing 
�nancial hardship (for any reason, not only 
drought). 

• The allowance is designed to help 
recipients meet basic household needs 
while they take time to assess their future. 

Since 2013, the 
Coalition Government 
has provided more 
than $1.8 billion in 
assistance measures 
to help farmers and 
communities in drought. 
Through the Agricultural 
Competitiveness White Paper, 
we’ve made a range of social and 
business support measures available 
to help build resilience, capacity 
and to encourage better farmer 
preparedness to manage known 
risks. 

This includes the Farm Business 
Concessional Loans Scheme and 
the establishment of the Regional 
Investment Corporation (RIC), the 
Farm Household Allowance, the 
Managing Farm Risk Program, the 
Rural Financial Counselling Service 
and support to manage the effects of 
pest animals and weeds in drought-
affected areas. This is in addition to 
changes to the Farm Management 
Deposit (FMD) Scheme and the 
Coalition Government’s tax measures 
for our primary producers. 
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